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FILLONMGLEY AND CORLEY

Area: 1,965 hectares

Overview

FILLONGLEY AND CORLEY LOCAL PARISH PLAN TETRADS
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DESIGNATED SITES

Local Wildlife Sites:

FILLONGLEY AND CORLEY LOCAL PARISH PLAN LOCAL WILDLIFE SITES

SP38D
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Site ID Site name Status Area (ha)

SP28P3  Shawberry Wood and Parson's Wood-Shawbury Wood  LWS 17.04
SP28P4  Wagstaff Farm Meadow LWS 0.68
SP28S2  Corley Moor LWS 10.44
SP28Y5 Fillongley Castle and Jousting Field LWS 433
SP28P2  Dumble Wood LWS 3.57
SP28N5  Holly Hedge potential site 1.44
SP28P10 Area near Daw Mill Cottage & River Bourne potential site 0.95
SP28P7 Pack Saddle Wood potential site 4.74
SP28P8  Dawnmill Verge and Lanes potential site 19.81
SP28S1 Birchley Hayes Wood potential site 40.38
SP28S3  Hedgerow potential site 4.8
SP28S4  Chapel Green potential site 2.6
SP28S6  Corley Moor potential site 0.1
SP28T1 Holbech and Dalewood potential site 11.57
SP28T2 Didgley Brook & Fillongley Hall potential site 17.87
SP28T3  Greenlane potential site 0.6
SP28T4  Wood potential site 1.75
SP28X2  Field potential site 0.34
SP28X4  Pond potential site 0.12
SP28Y2 Ponds potential site 0.22
SP28Y3 Small Spinney potential site 0.27
SP28Y4 Ponds potential site 0.31
SP38D6 Pond potential site 0.06
SP28U2  Hill Cottage Quarry potential site 0.34
SP28M4  Rutters Hall Meadow potential site 0.3
SP28Y6  Castle Hills Motte and Bailey potential site 043
SP28N3  Broadmoor Wood and Grassland potential site 0.59
SP28S5 Corley Moor rejected 1.89

Shawbury Wood and Parsons Wood LWS is an ancient Woodland site the centre
of which has been planted with conifers, mainly Scots pine with a small area of
recent planting. Unplanted edges are oak and birch woodland with locally dense
coppice hazel, holly and rowan. Bluebell is abundant with bracken, bramble and
pendulous sedge where drainage is impeded. Much dead wood is present in these
areas. The wood is edged by a bank and ditch. Field maple, hawthorn and aspen are
found here. Internal banks are also present in places. The mature Scots pine area
retain some of the ground flora species, including bracken and bluebell. The recently
planted area forms a large glade with scattered mature oak alder and rowan, coppice
hazel and regenerating birch. The southern part of the wood is dense young birch
and alder on a past conifer plantation site. Wood sorrel is frequent here. Where the
wood borders Parsons Wood a bank is present. This area supports ash and alder
over sedge beds. Shawbury wood is one of a significant constellation of ancient
woodlands in the North Warwickshire. there is no public access to the wood but two
public footpaths pass nearby. The wood is typical of irregularly shaped Arden ancient
woodlands and an important landscape feature.
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Wagstaff Farm Meadow LWS is a small meadow containing a pot-bellied pig,
geese and ducks. A pond has recently been created at one end and apple trees
planted. Here the disturbed ground is dock-dominated. The remainder of the pasture
is tall and unmanaged with abundant Festuca Rubra, Agrostis capillaris, Holcus
Lanatus, great burnet, meadowsweet, meadow buttercup and meadow veltching,
frequent Arrhenantherum elatius, Anthoxanthum odoratum, red clover, selfheal,
common sorrel and lesser knapweed, and occasional Juncus conglomeratus, J.
articulatus, Deschampsia cespitosa, greater birdsfoot trefoil, square stalked St.
John’s wort and catsear. Creeping thristle is spreading. There is no public access to
the meadow which is screened from the road by the hedge.

Corley Moor LWS is one of the last, and arguably the best, unenclosed commons
left in Warwickshire, and as such is extremely valuable to the landscape history and
biology of the county. It is situated about 1.5 km south of Fillongley in the gently
rolling and well-wooded Arden landscape, and most of the surviving moor is in that
parish. On the Corley side of the parish boundary the moor is now mainly enclosed
and is partly covered with the expanding hamlet of Corley Moor. The modern day
common is very irregular in shape due to successive enclosures, and has an internal
square enclosure of ancient origin containing Church Farm in the eastern corner
which is outside the boundary of the LWS. The site is sandwiched between Corley
Moor hamlet on the south side and the M6 motorway to the north, while to the east
and west are a range of mainly small grass enclosure fields. A scatter of cottages
and farmhouses occur along the margins of the moor, and some of these
landowners still exercise grazing rights. Grazing is now erratic and mainly confined
to horses and ponies, but cattle are still grazed occasionally. There is open public
access to the common and in addition is crossed by several public footpaths.

The LWS consists of a mosaic of wet, dry and acidic roughly-grazed semi-improved
grassland surrounded by fringing expanses of deciduous woodland, scrub and tall
herb. In addition the LWS includes two small semi-improved pasture fields adjoining
the moor on the south side and immediately west of the Bull and Butcher Public
House. The moor is situated on a gentle north-west facing slope which ranges from
about 160m ASL in the far eastern corner down to about 145m ASL on the north-
western corner. Several springs rise on the common on the north-western side and a
series of drains crisscross the area. These feed into the north flowing headwater
streams of the Bourne Brook. The local geology consists of acidic clays overlying
Carboniferous sandstones.

Fillongley Castle and Jousting Field LWS The castle remains from a varied
terrain, including dry banks supporting abundant mouse-ear hawkweed, and wet
hollows with Juncus and Glyceria spp. This area is quite diverse with pignut, yarrow,
birds-foot trefoil, betony, meadow and bulbous buttercup and field wood-ruch among
the species present. Alopecurus pratensis is abundant and other grasses include
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Cynosurus cristatus, Lolium perenne and Poa trivialis. The jousting field, to the
south, has been partially improved but retains some characteristics of an MG4
community. Alopecurus pratensis dominates, great burnet is frequent and Festuca
rubra locally abundant while other, scarcer, species include common sorrel and
ladysmock. Wood anemone is found at the edges. A stream curves around the
castle site and runs through the jousting field. This is lined by alder and ash
woodland with holly, hawthorn and crab apple and a woodland ground flora including
bluebell, dogs mercury, foxglove and occasional wood anemone. Hedges also
support a woodland ground flora. The site is on a public footpath and is well used by
local people for dog walking, children’s play etc.

Dumble Wood LWS is a particularly good example of ancient woodland of NVC
woodland community type W8. The woodland contains a diverse woodland ground
flora indicative of ancient woodland including Wood Anemone, Bluebell, Dog’s
Mercury, Yellow Archangel, Wood Sorrel, Ramsons, Wood Melick, Wood Millet and
Pendulous Sedge. It is long and mostly quite narrow woodland on ground that is
steeply sloping in places.

The wood is one of a number of woods in this well-wooded area of Warwickshire and
is linked to several of these by connecting features such as hedgerows and water
courses.

The wood is privately owned but a public footpath runs through the eastern part. The
wood has a high aesthetic appeal with its mature trees and colourful spring ground
flora and is characteristic of the Warwickshire Arden landscape.
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PHASE 1 HABITAT DISTINCTIVENESS

FILLONGLEY AND CORLEY LOCAL PARISH PLAN PHASE 1 HABITAT DISTINCTIVENESS

Figure 1 Phase 1 habitat distinctiveness %
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TARGET NOTES
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Reference Survey Date Grid Reference
Ref:SP28M21 Survey Date:28/09/1998 Grid reference:SP2583185804

Wide tall holly hedge with standard ash. Blackthorn; dog rose; hawthorn; hazel;
elder and a Prunus sp. are also present.

Ref:SP28M26 Survey Date:28/09/1998 Grid reference:SP2515285517

Thick hedges with standard trees lining a lane. Tree and shrub species present are
hawthorn; oak; sycamore; silver birch; holly; hazel; blackthorn;elder; field maple;
guelder rose; field rose and occasional gean and broom. Bramble; rosebay
willowherb; nettle and hogweed are found on the verge. Black bryony is also
present.
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Reference Survey Date Grid Reference
Ref:SP28N1 Survey Date:17/07/1998 Grid reference:SP2561887796

Well-managed thick hedges lining a lane. Holly is most abundant withhawthorn;
hazel; elder rose and occasional ash; wych elm;sycamore and blackthorn. Black
bryony is frequent. Where the road verges widen Arrhenatherum elatius dominates
with bramble; abundant hogweed; locally abundant foxglove; locally frequent lesser
knapweed; nettle; catsear; hairytare; common vetch; and occasional meadow
vetchling and red clover.

Ref:SP28N2 Survey Date:17/07/1998 Grid reference:SP2564887940

Improved grassland; recently cut; dominated by Lolium perenne and whiteclover but
with occasional yarrow; common sorrel; and meadow buttercup. Dactylis glomerata
is frequent and Poa trivialis; Phleum pratense and Alopecurus pratensis occasional.

Ref:SP28N3 Survey Date:17/07/1998 Grid reference:SP2581287934
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Improved horse pasture dominated by Lolium perenne and white clover butwith
frequent Cynosurus cristatus and occasional Alopecurus pratensis; meadow
buttercup and birdsfoot trefoil.

Ref:SP28N16 Survey Date:17/07/1998 Grid reference:SP2559287492

Pond on the edge of an arable field with much Elodea canadensis and as tand of
Phragmites australis.

Ref:SP28N17 Survey Date:17/07/1998 Grid reference:SP2544287564

Thick; well-managed holly hedge. Other gappy hedges surrounding this small field
system are also predominately holly.

Ref:SP28N18 Survey Date:17/07/1998 Grid reference:SP2532787279

Fenced pond; mainly dry and overhung by silver birch; ash and fieldmaple; with a
stand of Glyceria fluitans and marginal marsh thistle; Juncuseffusus; Dryopteris
dilatata; D. filix-mas; broad-leaved willowherb; water dock; bittersweet and nettle.

Ref:SP28N23 Survey Date:17/07/1998 Grid reference:SP2580886743

Sunken lane lined by thick; well-managed holly hedges with occasional rowan; oak;
hazel; elder and hawthorn.

Ref:SP28N24 Survey Date:17/07/1998 Grid reference: SP2443686936

Oak and ash woodland with occasional sycamore and some hybrid poplarplanting;
particularly downslope to the east. About half of the centre of the wood has been
cleared; apart from a few scattered trees; and hedges created to form a camping
ground. The woodland understorey contains much coppice small-leaved lime; young
sycamore; hazel; rowan; elder; hawthorn and occasional silver birch and holly.
Bramble and bluebell are abundant with frequent Dryopteris dilatata; Carex pendula;
particularly along the stream; Holcus mollis; and occasional bracken and Dryopteris
filix- mas. Foxglove; ivy;Deschampsia cespitosa; dogs mercury and honeysuckle are
also present and primrose and violets reported by the owner.

Ref: SP28N41 Survey Date:16/07/2009 Grid reference: SP2545087866

Ruderals - Rosebay Willowherb and bracken
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Reference Survey Date Grid Reference
Ref:SP28P2 Survey Date:26/08/1998 Grid reference:SP2453489486

Pond surrounded by oak; ash; hawthorn; Wych elm; elder and dog rose scrub.
Turbid with no aquatic vegetation.Roe deer seen in adjacent arable field.

Ref:SP28P3 Survey Date: 26/08/1998 Grid reference: SP2521488727

Silver birch and pedunculate oak woodland with occasional ash; rowan and
sycamore over a fairly open understorey of young rowan and sycamore;
hazel;hawthorn and holly. The ground flora is bracken-dominated with
bramble;Deschampsia cespitosa; Holcus mollis and Juncus effusus. A ride
supportsabundant Agrostis capillaris with creeping buttercup; red campion and
foxglove. The wood is edged on the road side by a ditch and bank and field maple is
found here.

Ref:SP28P4 Survey Date:26/08/1998 Grid reference:SP2532988648
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Newly planted conifers with scattered mature oak; alder and rowan; coppicehazel
and regenerating birch. Agrostis capillaris is abundant with frequentDeschampsia
cespitosa and Juncus conglomeratus and scattered bracken; bramble and foxglove.

Ref:SP28P5 Survey Date:26/08/1998 Grid reference: SP2518488853

Recent broad-leaved plantation; mainly oak and ash; among dense birchgrowth and
scattered young ash and rowan. Juncus conglomeratus is veryabundant with
scattered bracken; Agrostis capillaris; Holcus mollis; J.effusus; bramble; foxglove
and occasional bluebell.

Ref:SP28P6 Survey Date:26/08/1998 Grid reference: SP2535288853
Improved grassland newly planted with broad-leaved trees.
Ref:SP28P7 Survey Date:26/08/1998 Grid reference: SP2551188652

Pedunculate oak woodland with occasional silver birch and ash. Coppice hazel is
dense in places with rowan and holly also found in the shrub layer and field maple;
elder; hawthorn; blackthorn and aspen at the wood edge which has a bank and
ditch. Bracken dominates the ground flora in places; bramble elsewhere. Bluebell is
frequent and Dryopteris dilatata and Carex pendula occasional. The area contains
a bracken glade; internal banks; and much leaf litter and dead wood.

Ref:SP28P8 Survey Date:26/08/1998 Grid reference: SP2539988562
Mature Scots pine plantation over dense bracken with frequent bluebell and bramble.
Ref:SP28P9 Survey Date:26/08/1998 Grid reference: SP2557388562

Haymeadow; partly cut at the time of survey and containing a disturbedarea. Holcus
lanatus and Agrostis capillaris dominate with frequent Festucarubra; Anthoxanthum
odoratum; pignut; common mousear and yarrow and scattered meadow buttercup;
meadow vetchling; lesser stitchwort; birdsfoot trefoil;common sorrel and white clover;
nettle patches and localised Juncus articulatus.Bordered by species-rich hedges
extending from the adjacent wood. Theroadside hedge is managed and holly-
dominated with scattered hazel; rowan and elder and Dryopteris filix-mas and
bracken below. That to the south-west iswide; tall and unmanaged with oak; silver
birch; elder; holly; hawthorn androwan and raspberry; foxglove; Holcus lanatus;
bramble and nettle below. A small pond in the field corner is overhung by trees and
scrub and is turbidwith much algae.

Ref:SP28P10 Survey Date: 26/08/1998 Grid reference: SP2557388658
Uncut road verge with abundant meadowsweet; great willowherb and redshank.

Ref:SP28P11 Survey Date:26/08/1998 Grid reference: SP2513889120
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Unmanaged; rank grassland dominated by Arrhenatherum elatius; Holcuslanatus
and Dactylis glomerata with abundant curled and broad-leaved dock;nettle and
hogweed and areas of scrub and young oak.

Ref:SP28P12 Survey Date: 26/08/1998 Grid reference: SP2549189400

Garden pond with a large breeding toad population; newts and grass snakesreported
by the owner. The pond contains much Crassula helmsii and waterforget-me-not;
water mint and Sparganium erectum; and is fringed partly bytrees and scrub and
partly by a planted area with exotic species; yellow flag;Juncus effusus and Holcus
lanatus.

Ref:SP28P13 Survey Date:26/08/1998 Grid reference: SP2557089344

Unmanaged meadow dominated by Holcus lanatus and Agrostis capillaris with
frequent lesser knapweed; Anthoxanthum odoratum and yarrow. Meadow
buttercup;common sorrel; hawkweed; autumn hawkbit; Dactylis glomerata and
Festuca rubraare occasional. Owner reports bats feeding over the area and a little
owl.

Ref:SP28P14 Survey Date: 26/08/1998 Grid reference:SP2548489446

Unmanaged grassland and tall herb mosaic with a large stand of creepingthistle;
nettle; hogweed; spear thistle and docks. Arrhenatherum elatius;Holcus lanatus and
Poa trivialis are abundant with frequent Phleum pratense and occasional meadow
vetchling. Disturbed areas support Elytrigia repens and scentless mayweed.

Ref:SP28P15 Survey Date: 26/08/1998 Grid reference:SP2544188121

Sessile and pedunculate oak woodland with frequent silver birch and occasional
rowan. To the south; the understorey is fairly open coppice hazel with frequent
hawthorn and occasional field maple. Holly is also present; becoming dominant to
the northern part of the wood. Here wood sorrel is abundant in places with bracken;
bramble; bluebell and frequent Dryopterisdilatata. Other ground flora species
include foxglove; Dryopteris filix-mas;Athyrium filix-femina; ground ivy; greater
stitchwort and honeysuckle. The wood contains an alder-fringed pond; almost dry at
the time of survey; withmuch Callitriche stagnalis and Lemna minor. Much standing
and lying wood ispresent. The wood is separated from Shawbury Wood to the north
by a bank.

Ref:SP28P16 Survey Date: 26/08/1998 Grid reference:SP2543288226

Dense young silver birch with occasional rowan and oak on past conifer plantation
site. A sparse shrub layer contains hawthorn; hazel; holly andelder. Bramble
dominates the ground flora with abundant bluebell; frequent Dryopteris dilatata and
wood sorrel; and occasional D. filix-mas.
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Ref:SP28P17 Survey Date:26/08/1998 Grid reference: SP2536988341
Ash and alder over Carex riparia and C. pendula beds.
Ref:SP28P20 Survey Date:26/08/1998 Grid reference: SP2533389588

Small meadow containing a pot-bellied pig; geese and ducks. A pond hasrecently
been created at one end and apple trees planted. Here the disturbedground is dock-
dominated. The remainder of the pasture is tall and unmanaged with abundant
Festuca rubra; Agrostis capillaris; Holcus lanatus; great burnet;meadowsweet;
meadow buttercup and meadow vetchling; frequent Arrhenatherumelatius;
Anthoxanthum odoratum; red clover; selfheal; common sorrel and lesserknapweed;
and occasional Juncus conglomeratus; J. articulatus; Deschampsiacespitosa;
greater birdsfoot trefoil; square-stalked St. John's wort andcatsear. Creeping thistle
is spreading.

Ref:SP28P21 Survey Date:26/08/1998 Grid reference:SP2537289638

Field edge with Dactylis glomerata; Briza media; betony; ribwortplantain; tufted
vetch; yarrow; lesser stitchwort; hogweed; and hawkweed sp.

Ref:SP28P22 Survey Date:26/08/1998 Grid reference:SP2570289842

Nettle beds with broad-leaved and curled dock; Arrhenatherum elatius;Holcus
lanatus; hogweed; great willowherb; spear and creeping thistle; ragwortand
occasional figwort. Red clover; yarrow; lesser knapweed and ribwortplantain are
found in short grassland at the edges.

Ref:SP28P30 Survey Date: 26/08/1998 Grid reference:SP2552788843
Three mature small-leaved lime in hedgerow.

Ref:SP28P31 Survey Date:26/08/1998 Grid reference:SP2427488028

Veteran oak in roadside hedge.

Ref:SP28P32 Survey Date:26/08/1998 Grid reference:SP2570988691

Silver birch; oak and rowan woodland with occasional alder and ash overholly; very
dense in places; particularly to the north; and coppice hazel with occasional elder
and young aspen. Field maple and crab apple are found at the wood edge. The
ground flora is dominated by bracken and bramble; dense over much of the wood
which is largely impenetrable. Honeysuckle is abundant and bluebells are present;
but reported to be much less abundant than in the past. Wood sorrel is abundant in
places; Dryopteris dilatata frequent and D filix-mas occasional. The centre of the
wood contains bracken glades withabundant Holcus mollis. Deschampsia cespitosa;
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Carex pendula and Brachypodium sylvaticum are found on ditch sides. The wood
has not been managed for many years.

Ref:SP28P33 Survey Date: 26/08/1998 Grid reference: SP2565988764

Fenced wet area at wood edge associated with a ditch. Water mint isabundant with
Holcus la glomerata; angelica; greater birds foot trefoil; creeping buttercup; marsh
thistle; clustered dock and yellow loosestrife.

Ref:SP28P34 Survey Date:26/08/1998 Grid reference SP2597688365

Ash; oak and silver birch woodland with crack willow and alder alongstream sides
and occasional rowan. Hazel; holly; hawthorn; field rose; elder and young sycamore
are dense below with crab apple at the wood edge. The ground flora is diverse;
especially close to the stream; with bramble; bracken; Ivy; herb robert; dogs
mercury; bluebell; yellow archangel; Dryopterisfilix-mas; D. dilatata; Deschampsia
cespitosa; Holcus mollis and Carex pendula among the species present.
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Reference Survey Date Grid Reference
Ref::SP28S1 Survey Date: 28/07/2014 Grid reference:SP2750884975

Noted 1996 heavily shaded pond with no submerged or emergent vegetation. A
second pond to the north-west supports locally abundant Typha latifolia. Juncus
inflexus is abundant on the steep banks. The pond has been dredged in the recent
past and there is a dis-used fishing platform on the north side. Updated CFT
28/07/2014 Pond remains heavily shaded by Pedunculate Oak (Quercus and robur)
Crack Willow (Salix fragilis) and Alder (Alnus glutinosa). Footpath has been closed
off at poolside with WCC notice - temporary closure March 2009 - 23 Sept 2013
continuation of works completed or until Sept 2014. No further access posiible at
time of visit. This section of footpath is part of Birchley Hays Wood.

Ref:SP28S3 Survey Date:28/07/2014 Grid reference: SP2725484672

Noted 1996 Conifer plantation of scots pine (approximately 20-30 years old). The
open canopy allows a lot of light to penetrate into the plantation. Consequently
bramble dominates the ground flora with locally abundant Pteridium aquilinum.
Frequent throughoutare bluebell, Dryopteris filix-mas, foxglove, Holcus mollis and
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Milium effusum. The understorey is almost non-existant, consistingof only
occasional, scattered 2.5m high rowan which is very leggy.Occasional throughout
the plantation is low holly regenerationand rarely oak seedlings. Updated CFT
28/07/2014 Birchley Hays Wood remains a Scots Pine Plantation now 40 - 50 years
old not accessed but appears to remains as described.

Ref:SP28S4 Survey Date:28/07/2014 Grid reference: SP2704584564

Noted 1996 Broadleaved trailing edge to scots pine plantation with 100-120 year old
pedunculated oak at approximately 15-20m intervals. Frequent along its length are
tall hawthorn, hazel and holly. This grades into low bramble scrub with frequent
creeping thistle, dog rose and occasionally bracken before grading into a 1m wide
rough, improved grassland strip used as a public footpath. Updated CFT 28/07/2014
Birchley Hays Wood unimproved grassland edge species poor with American
willowherb (Epilobium ciliatum),Common Sorrel (Rumex acetosa), Rosebay
Willowherb (Chamerion angustifolium). Pond here is surrounded by mature Ash
(Fraxinus excelsior), Alder (Alnus glutinosa), Pedunculate Oak (Quercus robur) and
Hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna). Also along the plantation edge is Field Maple
(Acer campestre) and Blackthorn (Prunus spinosa).

Ref:SP28S5 Survey Date:28/07/2014 Grid reference: SP2708184642

Noted 1996 10m wide, neutral grassland ride between blocks of scots pineplantation
with species indicative of the surrounding forest. This strip is dominated by
Deschampsia caespitosa with frequentJuncus effuscus, meadow vetchling, creeping
thistle, Carex pendula,Carex sylvatica, marsh thistle, marsh and great hairy
willowherb with occasional colt's foot, common figwort, selfheal, Juncusinflexus and
curled dock. Updated CFT 28/07/2014 Birchley Hays Wood no grassland strip noted
here now Holly (llex aquifolium) has created a dense understorey effectively shading
everything else out and replacing dominance of Bracken (Pteridium aquilinum).

Ref:SP28S6 Survey Date:28/07/2014 Grid reference: SP2690684655

Noted 1996 Heavily thinned plantation of scots pine (30-35 years old) with Pteridium
aquilinum and bramble scrub dominant components of theground flora. Rowan and
birch are regenerating where the bramble scrub is less dense. Updated CFT
28/07/2014 Birchley Hays Wood scot pine plantation section is now 50-60 years old
with activities area. Ground flora still dominated by Bracken (Pteridium aquilinum)
and Bramble (Rubus fruticosus agg.) with occasional patches of Pendulous Sedge
(Carex pendula).

Ref:SP28S7 Survey Date:28/07/2014 Grid reference: SP2694984574
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